Secret History

condition, men catalogued ancient laws without
really bothering about their origins and objects,
and stared hard at ancient offices without
visualising the men who occupied them.
Political economy came into existence, and
more was said about exports,, imports, the
mercantile theory, the discovery of the Mexican
silver mines, the trading companies, and the
Enclosures Acts. Finally, it became a com-
monplace amongst the enlightened that too
little had been said about the " condition of
the people " throughout history. Green wrote,
with a laudable ambition, a work, the title of
which recognised this. Paragraphs on the
Black Death and the Peasants' Revolt began
to be sprinkled with a few quotations from
Langland; attempts were made at a syste-
matic study of our forefathers' wages ; and
the excursus on the manners and pastimes of
the multitude became common form. But
whatever the narrative fashion of the age, and
whatever the idiosyncrasies of particular
historians, the real history of the English
people remains to be written. There have been
historians who have treated their subjects
in a human way, and who have avoided quite
openly the dry pseudo-scientific method. One
wrote to celebrate the greatness of Tudor
England; another to celebrate the triumphs
of Whiggery. They were entitled to their
opinions and their heroes : but of none of
them was the hero the English people, and
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